A   REMARKABLE   WOMAN
keen sportsman. He married Isabella Mary Hobbs, of
Whalesborough Barton in the parish of Marhamchurch
near Bude, one of the largest and most flourishing farms
in Cornwall. John Jenn was fortunate in his choice of
a bride, for Isabella Mary, who doubtless brought with
her a well-stocked dower-chest and handsome expecta-
tions, as being the only child of a prosperous yeoman,
was, in herself, and quite apart from these more material
considerations, a remarkable woman. Her family came
of Puritan stock, and some of her people appear to have
been Quakers, a circumstance which, as will subsequently
appear, was not without its influence on her grandson.
She had been at school with Charlotte Fans, who, though
forty years his senior, became the fii-st wife of Robert
Stephen Hawker, the poet-Vicar of Morwenstow. Her
ancestral Puritanism seems to have sat lightly upon her,
for she cultivated with astonishing success the amenities,
the lighter graces of life. She was an exquisite dancer,
a writer of poetry, and famous throughout the countryside
for her skill in gardening. 'She was'., says her grandson
John, who adored her, 'in every respect a lovely creature.'
She died in 1869, leaving three sons and one daughter,
Mary Grace, the youngest of the family, who, as we have
said, threw in her lot with Lewis Lane of Iddlecot.
The Lanes had been yeomen in Devon for many
centuries, and, since there is nothing very striking in
their annals, it may be taken for granted that they did
all that honest yeomen should. If a few of them, here
and there, exceeded what might have been expected of
them under the rubrics of gallantry and conviviality, we
may be sure that they erred from sheer kindness of heart
and exuberance of animal spirits. Yet when I say that
there is nothing very striking to report concerning the
Lanes, I am forgetting one important piece of history,
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